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March 21, 2024 
 
Douglas Melnick 
Chief Sustainability Officer 
City of San Antonio 
 
Re: Commitment to Partner on EPA’s Climate Pollution Reduction Grant 

Dear Mr. Melnick: 

As the Executive Director of Texas Energy Poverty Research Institute (TEPRI), I am pleased to confirm 
our commitment to participate on your team to reduce the energy burdens of residents who contend with 
low-incomes by community solar on transitioning fossil-based energy assets. 

TEPRI is a 501(c)3 tax exempt organization founded in 2015 to advance an equitable energy transition 
and to advance solutions for affordable, reliable, and clean energy for disadvantaged communities. TEPRI 
is accelerating the move towards an energy system that is affordable, reliable, sustainable, and supports 
healthy thriving communities. We work with clean energy and social equity stakeholders to inspire 
lasting energy solutions for all people in Texas. 
  
TEPRI will play a key role in designing a program that will serve households that contend with low-
incomes, as well as minority-owned small business enterprises. We will identify, engage, and educate 
community organizations about the opportunities that community solar can provide, and, we will evaluate 
the effectiveness of our efforts and the experience of residents to guide continuous program improvements 
in meeting the needs of low-income households.  

TEPRI staff will work closely with the team to execute on the project to decarbonize,  reduce energy 
burdens, and advance the expansion of solar, putting the U.S. on a path to achieve net-zero emissions 
economy-wide by 2050. We are thrilled to work with the City of San Antonio and CPS Energy to ensure 
more effective use of a once-in-a-generation Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) investments to modernize 
and upgrade American infrastructure, tackle the climate crisis, and ensure stronger access to economic, 
environmental, and other benefits for disadvantaged communities. 

We highly recommend this project, as San Antonio includes some of the highest concentrations of 
vulnerable populations in the state. This project will serve as an exemplar statewide.   

Sincerely, 

  
Margo Weisz,  
Executive Director, TEPRI  
margo@tepri.org 




