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March 14, 2024

RE: Climate Pollution Reduction Grant — Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
Request for Letter of Commitment in response to EPA’s Implementation Grant General Competition

Michelle Walker Owenby, Director

Division of Air Pollution Control

Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
William R. Snodgrass Tennessee Tower

312 Rosa L Parks Avenue

Nashville, TN 37243

Dear Director Owenby,

| am writing on behalf of the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation’s (TDEC) Office of
Policy and Planning (OPP) in support of TDEC and our application for the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency’s (EPA) Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program: Implementation Grants General
Competition, EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-07. If funded, we look forward to supporting implementation of
greenhouse gas reduction measures focused on community sustainability and resilience, spanning
electric vehicle (EV) conversion and community charging infrastructure, food waste reduction, and
deployment of solar infrastructure.

TDEC's proposal would create competitive funding programs for EV fleet electrification at all levels, from
light-duty to medium- and heavy-duty vehicle applications. TDEC would also implement a separate
competitive program to install publicly accessible, community charging infrastructure across the State,
focusing on rural areas and secondary corridors. Additionally, TDEC’s proposal includes funding for food
waste diversion and deployment of solar infrastructure, also designed as competitive grant
opportunities for Tennessee communities. Collectively, these emission reduction measures will reduce
emissions and support resilient communities across the state, with a focus on low-
income/disadvantaged communities and rural communities.

TDEC’s OPP has been a part of the core TDEC team that developed Tennessee’s Priority Climate Action
Plan (PCAP) under the CPRG program through leading intergovernmental and interagency coordination
efforts (including the development of the Emission Reduction Planning Advisory Committee (ERPAC)),
supporting public and stakeholder engagement, and contributing to PCAP measure selection and
discussion of emissions reductions and associated benefits. If funded, OPP will fully support TDEC in
implementation of these funds through assisting with grant program development, public and
stakeholder engagement, and tracking of key metrics.

OPP has a history of supporting TDEC funding opportunities, including through co-leading successful
obligation of a historic $1.35 billion investment in Tennessee’s American Rescue Plan (ARP) funds to
water and wastewater infrastructure, supporting TDEC’s Division of Remediation with developing a new
grant program focused on brownfield investigation and remediation through recurring state funds, and
assisting TDEC's Division of Water Resources with creating a new grant program to target emerging
contaminants in drinking water through the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. In addition, OPP has led many
advisory groups or working groups for TDEC, including the ERPAC, the Water Infrastructure Advisory
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Committee (for ARP programs), an internal environmental justice working group, a multi-agency working
group focused on addressing PFAS, and a new working group focused on workforce development to
assist TDEC with various opportunities under the Inflation Reduction Act. OPP is poised to support CPRG
implementation funds for the department by forming and leading an advisory committee focused
holistically on this implementation grant and assuring that funds are utilized to support Tennessee
communities and reduce emissions statewide.

TDEC's OPP is fully committed to supporting the transportation, renewable energy, and food waste
diversion measures included in this proposal. We look forward to assisting TDEC in implementing its
project once funded.

Sincerely,

%qu 7188

Jennifer Tribble, PhD, Director

Office of Policy and Planning

Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
William R. Snodgrass Tennessee Tower

312 Rosa L Parks Avenue

Nashville, TN 37243
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March 25, 2024

Michelle Walker Owenby

Director, TDEC Division of Air Pollution Control (APC)
312 Rosa L Parks Avenue

Nashville, TN 37243

RE: EPA CPRG Implementation Grants Program / TDEC Office of Energy Programs (OEP) Letter of Commitment
Dear Director Owenby:

I am writing to confirm TDEC OEP's commitment to support TDEC APC and its application to the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency regarding the CPRG Implementation Grants General Competition, EPA-R-OAR- CPRGI-23-07. As
you are aware, TDEC OEP serves as the State Energy Office for Tennessee and works to promote the efficient,
effective use of energy to enhance the environmental and economic health of the state. OEP partners and
collaborates with other TDEC divisions, other State agencies, local governments, utilities, universities, and various
external stakeholders to provide education, outreach, technical assistance, and/or funding and financing
opportunities for energy efficiency; energy management; renewable energy; energy security planning,
preparedness, and response; grid resilience; and energy in transportation. TDEC OEP has extensive experience
administering federal (both formula and competitive), State, and settlement funding (e.g., VW Environmental
Mitigation Trust) and extensive experience designing and implementing a wide variety of programs, projects, and
initiatives. TDEC OEP is, therefore, well-positioned to administer the competitive fleet vehicle replacement, electric
vehicle charging infrastructure, and solar generation components of TDEC APC's CPRG Implementation Grants
application.

OEP will work within TDEC and across our broad stakeholder network to design and implement the programs,
including conducting the monitoring of and providing technical assistance to subrecipients, ensuring strong
community benefits from meaningful projects that reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and localized air
pollution in Tennessee, and reporting to TDEC APC, EPA, and the public.

TDEC OEP is committed to supporting programs that contribute to the environmental and economic well-being of
Tennessee. This funding will help catalyze efficient, clean, and sustainable energy production and use in the state,
provide a major reduction in GHG emissions, and provide a range of co-benefits to all Tennesseans. The team and |
look forward to continuing to work with you and the TDEC APC team on this and other beneficial programs.

Sincerely,

Molly Cripps
Director, Office of Energy Programs
Molly.Cripps@tn.gov

Office of Energy Programs « William R. Snodgrass Tennessee Tower
312 Rosa L. Parks Avenue * Nashville, TN 37243
Tel: 615-741-2994 « tn.gov/environment



STATE OF TENNESSEE
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND CONSERVATION
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37243-0435

DAVID W. SALYERS, P.E. BILL LEE
COMMISSICNER GOVERNOR

March 18, 2022

RE: Climate Pollution Reduction Grant — Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation Request for
Letter of Commitment in response to EPA’s Implementation Grant General Competition

Michelle Walker Owenby, Director

Division of Air Pollution Control

Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
William R. Snodgrass Tennessee Tower

312 Rosa L Parks Avenue

Nashville, TN 37243

Dear Director Owenby,

| am writing on behalf of the Office of Sustainable Practices in support of the Tennessee Department of
Environment and Conservation (TDEC) and their application for U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA)
Climate Pollution Reduction Grants Program (CPRG): Implementation Grants General Competition, EPA-R-OAR-
CPRGI-23-07. If funded, we look forward to helping implement TDEC's proposed project, specifically the food
waste reduction measures included in the State’s application to EPA.

TDEC’s Office of Sustainable Practices (OSP) works to enhance the agency’s capacity to promote a culture of
environmental sustainability, provide technical guidance to business, industry, and other public entities to
promote environmental stewardship in an effort to better conserve Tennessee’s natural resources and to fulfill
the Department’s mission and vision. OSP partners and collaborates within TDEC, and with state government
departments, and external stakeholders to administer a wide range of sustainability programming, technical
assistance, and funding opportunities.

OSP is extremely supportive of TDEC's CPRG proposal and, if awarded, would directly administer the competitive
food waste granting portion of the proposal. For nearly a decade, OSP has helped lead TDEC’s education and
outreach efforts around food waste reduction, pursued policy change to ensure more wasted food is recovered
for donation, and also has experience administering competitive granting programs. If awarded the funding, OSP
will work within TDEC, especially in collaboration with TDEC’s Division of Solid Waste Management, and across
our broad stakeholder network to build the program, ensure strong community benefits, and ensure funding is
provided to meaningful projects that reduce Tennessee’s greenhouse gas emissions and reduce the landfilling of
food waste in Tennessee. OSP is well-positioned to design, administer, and monitor this program due to our
experience with granting programs.

TDEC OSP is fully committed to supporting food waste reduction, recovery, and diversion in Tennessee. We believe
that, if awarded, this funding will help catalyze food waste recovery and diversion in Tennessee, provide a major
reduction in GHG emissions, and provide a range of co-benefits to all Tennesseans, especially those in
disadvantage communities.



Sincerely,

Matthew Taylor

Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable Practices
Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
Matthew.K.Taylor@tn.gov




STATE OF TENNESSEE
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND CONSERVATION
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37243-0435

DAVID W. SALYERS, P.E. BILL LEE
COMMISSIONER GOVERNOR

March 19, 2024

RE: Climate Pollution Reduction Grant — Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation Request for
Letter of Commitment in response to EPA’s Implementation Grant General Competition

Michelle Walker Owenby, Director

Division of Air Pollution Control

Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
William R. Snodgrass Tennessee Tower

312 Rosa L Parks Avenue

Nashville, TN 37243

Dear Director Owenby,

| am writing on behalf of the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC) — Office of
External Affairs (OEA) in support of the TDEC application for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA)
Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program: Implementation Grants General Competition, EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-
07. If funded, we look forward to helping implement TDEC's proposed measures included in the State’s
application to EPA.

TDEC's proposal has three sectors of focus:

1. Transportation—Creation of competitive funding programs for public and private entities to adopt fleet
electrification at all levels, from light-duty to medium- and heavy-duty vehicle applications. TDEC would
also implement a separate competitive program to install publicly accessible, community charging
infrastructure across the State, focusing on rural areas and secondary corridors.

2. Waste Reduction — Creation of competitive funding programs to create new and expanded outlets for
the recovery of edible food that would otherwise lead to waste and the diversion of food and/or yard
waste. Projects funded under this proposal include bolstering local organics collection infrastructure,
supporting local composting programs and facilities, rescuing food and repurposing for local food
pantries to address food insecurity and livestock farmers, and installing anaerobic digestion
infrastructure across Tennessee.

3. Renewable Energy — Creation of a competitive funding program to deploy commercial-scale solar
infrastructure in Tennessee. Projects will be sized between 500kW and 5 MW, and eligible applicants will
include government entities and not-for-profit organizations.

OEA is eager to collaborate within TDEC to implement these measures in Tennessee, specifically by cultivating
relationships with stakeholders and supporting outreach and engagement efforts on behalf of the grant
programs. This support may include assistance in organizing and facilitating stakeholder meetings,
advertisement of the opportunities, and general education surrounding these efforts.

TDEC OEA fully supports EV and charging station/food waste reduction/renewable energy adoption in
Tennessee, and we believe TDEC’s proposal aligns with our organizational goals and look forward to assisting
TDEC in this project.



Sincerely,
onne ki
Ronné Adkins, PhD

Director, Division of Stakeholder Engagement
TN Department of Environment and Conservation
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March 13, 2024

Michelle Walker Owenby

Director, Division of Air Pollution Control
William R. Snodgrass Tennessee Tower
312 Rosa L Parks Avenue

Nashville, TN 37243

Dear Director Owenby,

I am writing on behalf of the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC)
Division of Solid Waste Management’s Materials Management Program (MMP) in support of
TDEC’s application for U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Climate Pollution
Reduction Grants Program: Implementation Grants General Competition, EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-
23-07. If funded, we look forward to helping implement TDEC's proposed project, specifically
the food waste reduction measures included in the State’s application to EPA.

TDEC’s proposal would create competitive funding programs to create new and expanded
outlets for the recovery of edible food that would otherwise lead to waste and the diversion of
food and/or yard waste. Projects funded under this proposal include bolstering local organics
collection infrastructure, supporting local composting programs and facilities, rescuing food and
repurposing for local food pantries to address food insecurity and livestock farmers, and
installing anaerobic digestion infrastructure across Tennessee. MMP, within the Division of
Solid Waste Management (DSWM), is eager to collaborate with its sister Division in TDEC, the
Office of Sustainable Practices (OSP), on implementing these measures, specifically by assisting
with advisement and input during the development of the granting program and review of
applications received. Additionally, MMP will provide technical assistance to grantees through
all steps of the process from potential applicant to awarding phase due to our organics
management and composting expertise. We have worked with organics management grant
recipients in the past and can share best management practices as well as share the pitfalls other
composting and food recovery programs have faced.

DSWM Materials Management is fully committed to supporting food waste reduction adoption
in Tennessee. We are currently offering an organics management grant, on a much smaller scale,
to counties, municipalities, and non-profit agencies in Tennessee. This is the first time we have
been able to offer such a grant since FY 2017-2018. We believe TDEC’s CPRG proposal
perfectly aligns with our organizational goals and look forward to assisting in implementing this
CPRG project once it is funded.

Sincerely,

M (kb

Amy Katcher, MSES
Materials Management Program Manager/DSWM Communications Manager

Division of Solid Waste Management » Tennessee Tower 14™ Floor ¢
312 Rosa L. Parks Ave. * Nashville, TN 37243
Tel: 615-532-0780 « Fax: 615-532-0938 « tn.gov/environment
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METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT OF NASHVILLE AND DAVIDSON COUNTY

- OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
FREDDIE O’CONNELL METROPOLITAN COURTHOUSE
MAYOR NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37201

PHONE: (615) 862-6000
EMAIL: mayor@nashville.gov

March 21, 2024

RE: Climate Pollution Reduction Grant — Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
Request for Letter of Support in response to EPA’s CPRG Implementation Grant General Competition

Michelle Walker Owenby, Director

Division of Air Pollution Control

Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
William R. Snodgrass Tennessee Tower

312 Rosa L Parks Avenue

Nashville, TN 37243

Dear Director Owenby,

| am writing on behalf of the Metropolitan Government of Nashville and Davidson County (Metro
Nashville} in support of the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC) and their
application for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Climate Pollution Reduction Grant
Program: Implementation Grants General Competition, EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-07. If funded, we look
forward to helping implement TDEC's proposed transportation, food waste, and renewable energy
measures included in the State’s application to EPA.

TDEC’s proposal has three sectors of focus:

1. Transportation—Creation of competitive funding programs for public and private entities to
adopt fleet electrification at all levels, from light-duty to medium- and heavy-duty vehicle
applications. TDEC would also implement a separate competitive program to install publicly
accessible, community charging infrastructure across the State, focusing on rural areas and
secondary corridors.

2. Waste Reduction — Creation of competitive funding programs to create new and expanded
outlets for the recovery of edible food that would otherwise lead to waste and the diversion of
food and/or yard waste. Projects funded under this proposal include bolstering local organics
collection infrastructure, supporting local composting programs and facilities, rescuing food and
repurposing for local food pantries to address food insecurity and livestock farmers, and
installing anaerobic digestion infrastructure across Tennessee.

3. Renewable Energy — Creation of a competitive funding program to deploy commercial-scale
solar infrastructure in Tennessee. Projects will be sized between 500kW and 5 MW, and eligible
applicants will include government entities and not-for-profit organizations.

Metro Nashville is eager to collaborate with TDEC to implement these measures in Tennessee,
specifically by performing outreach and engagement on funding application announcements; applying to
implement funds for transportation electrification, creation of public charging infrastructure, food waste
reduction, and in-county solar projects; connecting the State with local parties to ensure equitable
outreach and program design; creating and supporting workforce development, job creation, and other



training initiatives for EV fleet and charging station, food waste reduction, and solar project technicians;
supplementing CPRG-funded projects with our own funding, programs, etc. as feasible; and other
activities that support the implementation of CPRG-funded projects.

Metro Nashville fully supports EV and charging station, food waste reduction, and renewable energy
adoption in Tennessee. As an example of our commitment to these areas:

We are working to improve public access to EV infrastructure by maximizing charging stations on
metro properties and are electrifying our light-, medium-, and heavy-duty general government,
school bus, and transit fleets as feasible to achieve our zero-emissions vehicle transition
requirements in local code.

We are piloting a popular curbside food scrap collection program among 750 households with
plans for expansion. It is diverting an average of 5.91 pounds of food waste per participating
household per week.

We are working to maximize our installation of solar on Metro properties, building upon our
enterprise-wide solar cost benefit analysis completed last year that identified up to 100
megawatts of potential solar capacity on our properties. Additionally, we continue to work with
Nashville Electric Service and the Tennessee Valley Authority to decarbonize the power grid
through utility- and community-scale solar projects. Both these renewable energy activities
support local requirements to source Metro general governments energy from 100 percent
renewable sources by 2041.

We believe TDEC’s proposal aligns with Metro Nashville’s decarbonization goals and look forward to
partnering with TDEC in this project.

Sincerely,

)

Freddie O'Connell

Mayor



March 22, 2024

RE: Climate Pollution Reduction Grant — Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
Request for Letter of Commitment in response to EPA’s Implementation Grant General Competition

Michelle Walker Owenby, Director

Division of Air Pollution Control

Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
William R. Snodgrass Tennessee Tower

312 Rosa L Parks Avenue

Nashville, TN 37243

Dear Director Owenby,

| am writing on behalf of the City of Chattanooga in support of the Tennessee Department of
Environment and Conservation (TDEC) and their application for the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency’s (EPA) Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program: Implementation Grants General Competition,
EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-07. If funded, we look forward to helping implement TDEC's proposed electric
vehicle (EV) and charging infrastructure measures included in the State’s application to EPA.

TDEC’s proposal would create competitive funding programs for public and private entities to adopt fleet
electrification at all levels, from light-duty to medium- and heavy-duty vehicle applications. TDEC would
also implement a separate competitive program to install publicly accessible, community charging
infrastructure across the State, focusing on rural areas and secondary corridors.

The City of Chattanooga is eager to collaborate with TDEC to implement these measures in Tennessee,
specifically by supporting outreach and engagement opportunities related to the grant programs; directly
applying for program funding to accelerate the City’s adoption of electric vehicles and charging
infrastructure for municipal fleet, employee and public use, with an intentional focus on providing
equitable access to these resources; providing coordination between State and local partners to ensure
equitable outreach and program design; and working to develop applicable workforce development
initiatives so that the emerging benefits of the growing EV sector are realized for all Chattanoogans.

To this end, the City has already begun design and installation of EV chargers at select locations available
for employees, public use and the City’s fleet vehicles, focused on the City’s Community Centers, which
are primarily located in historically disadvantaged communities. This work is being coordinated with the
Electric Power Board (EPB), the City’s municipal electric power provider. The City is committed to utilizing
both capital budget dollars and any other successfully obtained grant dollars to amplify the impact of the
State’s CPRG program funds. As an example, Chattanooga is committed to leveraging recently awarded
resources through the 3-year Bloomberg American Sustainable Cities program. This program is focused
on providing technical support to the City of Chattanooga so that solutions to mitigating climate change
drivers are rooted in the advancement of racial wealth equity in our communities.



The City of Chattanooga is fully committed to supporting EV and charging station adoption in Tennessee.
Chattanooga passed a Climate Action Plan in 2023 which includes a 100% decarbonization goal of
municipal operations by 2040 and community-wide decarbonization by 2050. The plan specifically calls
for electrification of the City’s light-duty fleet and associated charging infrastructure, as well as
supporting deployment of a publicly accessible EV charging network. The Chattanooga Area Regional
Transit Authority (CARTA) is well under way with the adoption and deployment of fully-electrified fleet
assets and charging infrastructure and is a valuable partner in this work. The University of Tennessee at
Chattanooga’s Center for Urban Informatics and Programming (CUIP) is leading innovative research with
partners such as CARTA, the City, EPB, Oak Ridge National Laboratory and others to design responsive
transportation networks that support EV technology and public safety. Lastly, as home to one of
Tennessee’s major EV auto manufacturers, battery components and supply chains industries, we believe
TDEC's proposal aligns with our organizational goals and look forward to assisting TDEC in implementing
its project once funded.

Sincerely,

A

Erik Schmidt
Director of Sustainability, Planning Department, City of Chattanooga
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March 21, 2024

RE: Climate Pollution Reduction Grant — Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
Request for Letter of Support in response to EPA’s CPRG Implementation Grant General Competition

Michelle Walker Owenby, Director

Division of Air Pollution Control

Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
William R. Snodgrass Tennessee Tower

312 Rosa L Parks Avenue

Nashville, TN 37243

Dear Director Owenby,

I am writing on behalf of the City of Knoxville in support of the Tennessee Department of Environment
and Conservation (TDEC) and their application for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA)
Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program: Implementation Grants General Competition, EPA-R-OAR-
CPRGI-23-07. If funded, we look forward to helping implement TDEC's proposed transportation,
renewable energy, and food waste reduction measures included in the State’s application to EPA.

TDEC's proposal has three sectors of focus:
1. Transportation—Creation of competitive funding programs for public and private entities to
adopt fleet electrification at all levels, from light-duty to medium- and heavy-duty vehicle
applications. TDEC would also implement a separate competitive program to install publicly
accessible, community charging infrastructure across the State, focusing on rural areas and
secondary corridors.
2. Waste Reduction — Creation of competitive funding programs to create new and expanded
outlets for the recovery of edible food that would otherwise lead to waste and the diversion of food
and/or yard waste. Projects funded under this proposal include bolstering local organics collection
infrastructure, supporting local composting programs and facilities, rescuing food and repurposing
for local food pantries to address food insecurity and livestock farmers, and installing anaerobic
digestion infrastructure across Tennessee.
3. Renewable Energy — Creation of a competitive funding program to deploy commercial-scale
solar infrastructure in Tennessee. Projects will be sized between 500kW and 5 MW, and eligible
applicants will include government entities and not-for-profit organizations.

The City of Knoxville is eager to collaborate with TDEC to implement these measures in Tennessee,
specifically by:
e applying for State funds and leveraging local funds to electrify more of the City’s fleet vehicles,
install more public EV charging infrastructure, and expand organic waste reduction programs
e collaborating with local utilities to apply for funds to build large-scale solar installations and/or
implement anaerobic digestion projects
e supporting the creation of and staff participation in workforce development programs related to
electric vehicles, EV charging infrastructure, and renewable energy

CITY COUNTY BUILDING ® ROOM 655 ¢ 400 MAIN STREET ¢ P.O. BOX 1631 « KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 37901
OFFICE: 865-215-2029 ¢ FAX: 865-215-3035 * EMAIL: SSUTHERLAND@CITYOFKNOXVILLE.ORG
Www.CITYOFKNOXVILLE.ORG
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e informing key stakeholders throughout our MSA about the State’s funded programs and
connecting the State to stakeholders to ensure equitable program design

The City of Knoxville fully supports efforts to electrify transportation, reduce waste, and increase
renewable energy in Tennessee. For more than a decade, the City has worked to make Knoxville a
cleaner, greener, and more sustainable community through initiatives such as:
¢ measuring greenhouse gases and setting goals to reduce emissions from the community 80% and
emissions from municipal operations 50% from 2005-2030
® monitoring municipal energy use and participating in voluntary efficiency programs
e providing land and support for KUB’s first community solar array
¢ supporting rooftop solar at multiple City facilities
e retrofitting City-wide streetlights with energy-efficient bulbs
¢ electrifying 18 public transit buses and publishing a transit Decarbonization Plan
® offering free public chargers to encourage community adoption of EVs, and leveraging innovative
data to inform equitable placement of charging infrastructure
® implementing a Green Fleet purchasing policy that prioritizes right-sized and low-carbon vehicles
* launching an organic waste collection and compost program

We believe TDEC'’s proposal aligns with our organizational goals and look forward to assisting TDEC in
this project.

Sincerely,

Ol yelaHn

Dawn Michelle Foster
Deputy Director, Office of Sustainability
City of Knoxville

City COUNTY BUILDING * ROOM 655 * 400 MAIN STREET ¢ P.O. Box 1631 « KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 37901
OFFICE: 865-215-2029 ¢ FAX: 865-215-3035 o EMAIL: SSUTHERLAND@CITYOFKNOXVILLE.ORG
WWW.CITYOFKNOXVILLE.ORG



MEMPHIS AND gg= DIVISION OF PLANNING
SHELBY COUNTY i AND DEVELOPMENT

John R. Zeanah, AICP

Director

125 North Main Street, Suite 468
Memphis, Tennessee 38103
John.Zeanah@memphistn.gov

March 20, 2024

RE: Climate Pollution Reduction Grant — Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
Request for Letter of Support in response to EPA’s CPRG Implementation Grant General Competition

Michelle Walker Owenby, Director

Division of Air Pollution Control

Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
William R. Snodgrass Tennessee Tower

312 Rosa L Parks Avenue

Nashville, TN 37243

Dear Director Owenby,

| am writing on behalf of the Memphis and Shelby County Division of Planning and Development in
support of the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC) and their application for
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program:
Implementation Grants General Competition, EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-07. If funded, we look forward to
helping implement TDEC's proposed transportation, food waste reduction, and renewable energy
measures included in the State’s application to EPA.

TDEC’s proposal has three sectors of focus:

1. Transportation—Creation of competitive funding programs for public and private entities to
adopt fleet electrification at all levels, from light-duty to medium- and heavy-duty vehicle
applications. TDEC would also implement a separate competitive program to install publicly
accessible, community charging infrastructure across the State, focusing on rural areas and
secondary corridors.

2. Waste Reduction — Creation of competitive funding programs to create new and expanded
outlets for the recovery of edible food that would otherwise lead to waste and the diversion of
food and/or yard waste. Projects funded under this proposal include bolstering local organics
collection infrastructure, supporting local composting programs and facilities, rescuing food and
repurposing for local food pantries to address food insecurity and livestock farmers, and
installing anaerobic digestion infrastructure across Tennessee.

3. Renewable Energy — Creation of a competitive funding program to deploy commercial-scale
solar infrastructure in Tennessee. Projects will be sized between 500kW and 5 MW, and eligible
applicants will include government entities and not-for-profit organizations.

The Division of Planning & Development is eager to collaborate with TDEC to implement these measures
in Tennessee, specifically by applying to implement funds for fleet electrification, food waste reduction,



and solar project and connecting the State with local parties to ensure equitable outreach and program
design.

The Division of Planning and Development fully supports EV and charging station, food waste reduction,
renewable energy adoption in Tennessee. These programs will enable our division to continue toward
both the City of Memphis’ and Shelby County Government’s greenhouse gas reduction goals outlined in
the Memphis Area Climate Action Plan and the Mid-South Climate Action Plan. We believe TDEC’s
proposal aligns with our organizational goals and look forward to assisting TDEC in this project.

Sincerely,

Iz

John Zeanah



SEIA

SERVING THE TENNESSEE VALLEY

March 18, 2024

RE: Climate Pollution Reduction Grant — Tennessee Department of Environment and
Conservation Request for Letter of Commitment in response to EPA’s Implementation Grant
General Competition

Michelle Walker Owenby, Director

Division of Air Pollution Control

Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
William R. Snodgrass Tennessee Tower

312 Rosa L Parks Avenue

Nashville, TN 37243

Dear Director Owenby,

| am writing on behalf of Tennessee Solar Energy Industry Association (TenneSEIA) in support
of the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC) and their application for
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program:
Implementation Grants General Competition, EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-07. If funded, we look
forward to helping implement TDEC's proposed renewable energy deployment measures
included in the State’s application to EPA.

TDEC’s proposal would create a competitive funding program to deploy commercial-scale solar
infrastructure in Tennessee. Projects will be sized between 500kW - 5 MW and eligible
applicants will include government entities (e.g., local, State, federal) and not-for profit
organizations (e.g., cooperative utilities, not-for-profit higher education, and hospitals, etc.). A
prioritization will be placed on projects involving buildings or facilities that serve an emergency
management, emergency response role, and/or critical infrastructure purpose (e.g., local
government emergency management facility, K-12 school that operates as an emergency shelter,
water/wastewater treatment plants, hospitals, etc.). Additionally, the program will frame prudent
guidelines for evaluating when energy storage may be recommended or required for certain
projects, based on the level of resiliency that storage is expected to provide. Storage would be
expected to store solar-generated power for purposes of delivering demand response needs,
aggregating assets into virtual power plants, and delivering power during grid outages.

TenneSEIA is eager to collaborate with TDEC on implementation in Tennessee, specifically by
providing technical assistance and public outreach and education to both the members of the
solar and storage industry and entities that can take advantage of the funding opportunity. Such
efforts will include regular program updates and details in our Membership Newsletter, hosting
public webinars on the program and hosting a panel with topical experts on the funding at our
annual conference. TenneSEIA is the main industry association for the solar and storage industry
in Tennessee and many members have staff that specialize in grant applications. We will also
work closely with TVA and electric municipals and electric coops to make sure interconnection



procedures and programs are properly integrated to promote both the maximum implementation
of the opportunity and the expansion of workforce development and training initiatives
associated with the projects to be funded.

TenneSEIA is fully committed to supporting renewable energy deployment in Tennessee. Our
mission is to promote the development of solar energy and complementary technologies,
including storage, positioning the Tennessee Valley’s residents and businesses as leaders in clean
energy deployment and economic development. We believe TDEC’s proposal aligns with our
organizational goals and look forward to assisting TDEC with the implementation of its project
once it is funded.

Sincerely,

Gil Hough

Executive Director

TenneSEIA

(865) 789-5482
execdirector@tenneseiasolar.com
www.tenneSEIAsolar.com
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MEMPHIS AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY

March 19, 2024

RE: Climate Pollution Reduction Grant — Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
Request for Letter of Commitment in response to EPA’s Implementation Grant General Competition

Michelle Walker Owenby, Director, Division of Air Pollution Control
Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation

William R. Snodgrass Tennessee Tower

312 Rosa L Parks Avenue

Nashville, TN 37243

Dear Director Owenby,

I am writing on behalf of Memphis Area Transit Authority (MATA) in support of the Tennessee
Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC) and their application for the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency’s (EPA) Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program: Implementation Grants General
Competition, EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-07. If funded, we look forward to helping implement TDEC's
proposed electric vehicle (EV) and charging infrastructure measures included in the State’s application to
EPA.

TDEC's proposal would create competitive funding programs for public and private entities to adopt fleet
electrification at all levels, from light-duty to medium- and heavy-duty vehicle applications. TDEC would
also implement a separate competitive program to install publicly accessible, community charging
infrastructure across the State, focusing on rural areas and secondary corridors. MATA is eager to
collaborate with TDEC to implement these measures in Tennessee, specifically by:

e Applying to implement funds for transportation electrification, in the form of internal fleet
charging infrastructure, as well as potential partnerships with other public agency fleets

e Developing MATA’s workforce capacity in EV fleet maintenance and charging technicians as well
as supporting local workforce development and other training initiatives in this field

e Supplementing CPRG-funded projects with our own funding and programs as described below
regarding MATA’s own electrification initiatives

MATA is fully committed to supporting EV and charging station adoption in Tennessee. MATA has
pursued and received several grants for replacing diesel buses in our fleet with Battery-Electric Buses.
Several are in service and many more will be in the next few years. We are planning a new operations
and maintenance facility with a portion specifically for storage, charging, and maintenance of electric
vehicles. We are also pursuing opportunities for electrifying some of our on-demand transit zones, which
utilize smaller transit vehicles. We believe TDEC’s proposal aligns with our organizational goals and look
forward to assisting TDEC in implementing its project once funded.

Sincerely,
z Mauldin

Interim Chief Executive Officer

MEMPHIS AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY ® 1370 LEVEE ROAD, MEMPHIS, TN 38108 @ (T) 901.722.7100
WWW.MATATRANSIT.COM ® WWW.G0O901.COM
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March 27, 2024

RE: Climate Pollution Reduction Grant — Tennessee Department of Environment and
Conservation Request for Letter of Commitment in response to EPA’s Implementation
Grant General Competition

Michelle Walker Owenby, Director

Division of Air Pollution Control

Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
William R. Snodgrass Tennessee Tower

312 Rosa L Parks Avenue, Nashville, TN 37243

Dear Director Owenby,

| am writing on behalf of the East Tennessee Clean Fuels Coalition (ETCF) in support of
the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC) and their
application for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Climate Pollution
Reduction Grant Program: Implementation Grants General Competition, EPA-R-OAR-
CPRGI-23-07. If funded, we look forward to helping implement TDEC's proposed electric
vehicle (EV) and charging infrastructure measures included in the State’s application to
EPA. ETCF has a rich history — over 20 years — of assisting fleets of all sizes in Tennessee
in the move to using alternative fuels, and engaging with and helping communities to
implement vehicles and infrastructure to grow their cleaner-fuel use.

TDEC’s proposal would create competitive funding programs for public and private
entities to adopt fleet electrification at all levels, from light-duty to medium- and heavy-
duty vehicle applications. TDEC would also implement a separate competitive program
to install publicly accessible, community charging infrastructure across the State,
focusing on rural areas and secondary corridors. ETCF is truly eager to collaborate with
TDEC to implement these measures in Tennessee, specifically by a) bringing in fleets to
understand and apply for the EV funding, as well as b) bring the many communities
across the state that we are already engaged with (Memphis, Northwest TN, Upper
Cumberland area, Chattanooga, Knoxville, Tri-Cities area, Nashville) into learning about
and applying for infrastructure funding. This will also include more specifically our
participation in the development of an equitable outreach and program design,
performing generalized as well as fleet- and partner-specific outreach, providing
technical assistance for EV fleet adoption and/or planning and installing charging
infrastructure (we’ve already helped numerous communities look at best locations for
EVSE), and helping communities apply for infrastructure funding where needed.

ETCF is fully committed to supporting EV and charging station adoption in Tennessee.
Our deep and wide fleet and community EV work across many projects will help drive
participation in Tennessee! TDEC’s proposal completely aligns with our organizational
goals, and we look forward to assisting TDEC in implementing its project once funded.

Sincerely,
S

Jongithan G. Overly

Executive Director, East Tennessee Clean Fuels Coalition
and Administrator for the Drive Electric TN Program
865-974-3625, jonathan@etcleanfuels.org
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Lifring Recycling As the Standard Since 1990

March 15, 2024

RE: Climate Pollution Reduction Grant — Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
Request for Letter of Commitment in response to EPA’s Implementation Grant General Competition

Michelle Walker Owenby, Director

Division of Air Pollution Control

Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
William R. Snodgrass Tennessee Tower

312 Rosa L Parks Avenue

Nashville, TN 37243

Dear Director Owenby,

I am writing on behalf of the Tennessee Recycling Coalition in support of the Tennessee Department of
Environment and Conservation (TDEC) and their application for U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency’s (EPA) Climate Pollution Reduction Grants Program (CPRG): Implementation Grants General
Competition, EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-07. If funded, we look forward to helping implement TDEC's
proposed project, specifically the food waste reduction measures included in the State’s application to
EPA.

TDEC’s proposal would create competitive funding programs to create new and expanded outlets for the
recovery of edible food that would otherwise lead to waste and the diversion of food and/or yard waste.
Projects funded under this proposal include bolstering local organics collection infrastructure, supporting
local composting programs and facilities, rescuing food and repurposing for local food pantries to address
food insecurity and livestock farmers, and installing anaerobic digestion infrastructure across Tennessee.

The Tennessee Recycling Coalition is a non-profit partnership of private business, federal and state
agencies, cities and counties, non-profit organizations, trade associations, educational institutions and
individuals. We support the advancement and expansion of recycling in Tennessee by promoting the
adoption of waste reduction and recycling, providing information and education, and partnering to
address waste issues in Tennessee. For several decades, the Tennessee Recycling Coalition has hosted the
premiere, statewide recycling conference, which in 2024, will relaunch as the Tennessee Sustainability
Conference. This conference will bring three leading organizations together for 3 days of break-out
sessions, networking, professional training, and exhibitor hall with over fifty industry leaders.

The Tennessee Recycling coalition is extremely supportive of TDEC’s CPRG proposal and will work
within our network to raise awareness of this funding opportunity and encourage and support applicants
that may apply for funding under this proposal (if awarded). Additionally, through the Tennessee
Sustainability Conference, the Tennessee Recycling Coalition will welcome the opportunity for TDEC to
present and raise awareness of the program.

The Tennessee Recycling Coalition is fully committed to supporting food waste reduction, recovery, and
diversion in Tennessee. We believe TDEC’s proposal perfectly aligns with our organizational goals and
look forward to assisting TDEC in implementing its project once it is funded.

Sincerely,

Cﬁ/f Q&‘ Caleb Powell
President, TRC Board of Directors



March 19, 2024

RE: Climate Pollution Reduction Grant — Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation Request for Letter of
Commitment in response to EPA’s Implementation Grant General Competition

Michelle Walker Owenby, Director

Division of Air Pollution Control

Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
William R. Snodgrass Tennessee Tower

312 Rosa L Parks Avenue

Nashville, TN 37243

Dear Director Owenby,

| am writing on behalf of Clean Memphis in support of the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
(TDEC) and their application for U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Climate Pollution Reduction Grants
Program: Implementation Grants General Competition, EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-07. If funded, we look forward to helping
implement TDEC's proposed project, specifically the food waste reduction measures included in the State’s application
to EPA.

TDEC's proposal would create competitive funding programs to create new and expanded outlets for the recovery of
edible food that would otherwise lead to waste and the diversion of food and/or yard waste. Projects funded under this
proposal include bolstering local organics collection infrastructure, supporting local composting programs and facilities,
rescuing food and repurposing for local food pantries to address food insecurity and livestock farmers, and installing
anaerobic digestion infrastructure across Tennessee. Clean Memphis is eager to collaborate with TDEC on implementing
these measures, specifically by increasing organics waste diversion and food donation efforts in local schools, by working
with restaurants to reduce food waste through food donations and diversion, and by connecting local food rescue
organizations to food sources and to resources for enhancing their infrastructure.

Clean Memphis is fully committed to supporting food waste reduction adoption in Tennessee. Our Project Green Fork
(PGF) program works with restaurants to reduce food waste by conducting waste audits to highlight opportunities for
food waste reduction through donation, diversion, and source reduction. PGF also connects food donors to food rescue
organizations and helps build infrastructure for food rescue partners to increase their capacity and efficiency. Clean
Memphis’s education program works with local schools to engage both students and the school system in food waste
reduction measures in their Nutrition Services division through food waste audits, participation in share tables, and
identifying operational efficiencies. We believe TDEC's proposal perfectly aligns with our organizational goals and look
forward to assisting TDEC in implementing its project once it is funded.

Sincerely,

et Boscarino
Executive Director, Clean Memphis
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URBAN GREEN LAB

March 19, 2024

RE: Climate Pollution Reduction Grant — Tennessee Department of Environment and
Conservation Request for Letter of Commitment in response to EPA’s Implementation
Grant General Competition

Michelle Walker Owenby, Director

Division of Air Pollution Control

Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
William R. Snodgrass Tennessee Tower

312 Rosa L Parks Avenue

Nashville, TN 37243

Dear Director Owenby,

| am writing on behalf of Urban Green Lab in support of the Tennessee Department of
Environment and Conservation (TDEC) and their application for U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency’s (EPA) Climate Pollution Reduction Grants Program (CPRG):
Implementation Grants General Competition, EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-07. If funded, we
look forward to helping implement TDEC's proposed project, specifically the food
waste reduction measures included in the State’s application to EPA.

TDEC’s proposal would create competitive funding programs to create new and
expanded outlets for the recovery of edible food that would otherwise lead to waste
and the diversion of food and/or yard waste. Projects funded under this proposal
include bolstering local organics collection infrastructure, supporting local
composting programs and facilities, rescuing food and repurposing for local food
pantries to address food insecurity and livestock farmers, and installing anaerobic
digestion infrastructure across Tennessee.

Urban Green Lab exists to guide communities in sustainable living. We train and
educate in places where culture begins to assist Nashville in making decisions that
thoughtfully meet the needs of our society today without compromising the ability of
others to meet their needs in the future. We envision a Nashville where everyone has
access to opportunities for learning about sustainable living.

For nearly a decade, Urban Green Lab has been engaged with the Natural Resources
Defense Council, Environmental Law Institute, and a litany of other partners in Middle
Tennessee to address food waste in Nashville and Middle Tennessee, under the
umbrella of the Nashville Food Waste Initiative (NFWI). Urban Green Lab and the
broader NFWI coalition are extremely supportive of TDEC’s CPRG proposal and will



work within our regional network to raise awareness of this funding opportunity and
encourage and support applicants that may apply for funding under this proposal (if
awarded). Additionally, if needed, Urban Green Lab would be a lead in supporting
educational workshops in Nashville or Middle Tennessee relating to promotion of the
granting program.

Urban Green Lab is fully committed to supporting food waste reduction, recovery, and
diversion in Tennessee. We believe TDEC’s proposal perfectly aligns with our
organizational goals and look forward to assisting TDEC in implementing its project
once it is funded.

Respectfully,

/
/ GM Lawm.u____

Todd Lawrence
Executive Director
Urban Green Lab



FOOD LAW 1585 Massachusetts Ave.
an9 POLICY CLINIC Cambridge, MA 02138

HARVARD LAW SCHOOL
www.chlpi.org

March 26, 2024

RE: Climate Pollution Reduction Grant — Tennessee Department of Environment and
Conservation Request for Letter of Commitment in response to EPA’s Implementation Grant
General Competition

Michelle Walker Owenby, Director

Division of Air Pollution Control

Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
William R. Snodgrass Tennessee Tower

312 Rosa L Parks Avenue

Nashville, TN 37243

Dear Director Owenby,

| am writing on behalf of the Harvard Food Law and Policy Clinic (FLPC) in support of the
Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC) and their application for U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Climate Pollution Reduction Grants Program (CPRG):
Implementation Grants General Competition, EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-07. If funded, we look
forward to helping implement TDEC's proposed project, specifically the food waste reduction
measures included in the State’s application to EPA.

TDEC’s proposal would create competitive funding programs to create new and expanded
outlets for the recovery of edible food that would otherwise lead to waste and the diversion of
food and/or yard waste. Projects funded under this proposal include bolstering local organics
collection infrastructure, supporting local composting programs and facilities, rescuing food and
repurposing for local food pantries to address food insecurity and livestock farmers, and
installing anaerobic digestion infrastructure across Tennessee.

FLPC has extensive experience working with state, local, and tribal communities to identify
challenges in their food system, understand the legal and policy changes that could address the
root causes of those problems, and implement such changes through policy and regulation. In
particular, FLPC has deep knowledge of the legal and policy levers to reduce and prevent food
loss and waste, ensuring food goes first to people, and otherwise is managed responsibly
through pathways including composting and anaerobic digestion.

Through the years, FLPC has provided TDEC with research, resources, and other technical
assistance in support of their food waste and food recovery initiatives and will continue to do
so through the implementation of this project. We are impressed with TDEC's previous work



and are confident that they are well positioned to oversee the proposed project. FLPC will
leverage the expertise we have built on the legal, regulatory, and policy pathways to implement
food loss and waste reduction initiatives to help ensure TDEC’s success in implementing the
food waste reduction measures included in their proposed CPRG Implementation Grant.

FLPC is fully committed to supporting food waste reduction, recovery, and diversion in
Tennessee. We believe TDEC's proposal aligns with our organizational goals and is a great next
step for Tennessee in reducing food loss and waste across the state. We look forward to
assisting TDEC in implementing its project once it is funded.

Sincerely,

Emily Broad Leib

Clinical Professor of Law

Director, Food Law and Policy Clinic

Director, Center for Health Law and Policy Innovation
Harvard Law School

(P) 617-496-5879

ebroad@Ilaw.harvard.edu

www.chlpi.org/food-law-and-policy/
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ReFED

€

Michelle Walker Owenby,
Director

Division of Air Pollution
Control

Tennessee Department of
Environment and Conservation
William R. Snodgrass
Tennessee Tower

312 Rosa L Parks Avenue
Nashville, TN 37243

March 25, 2024
Dear Director Owenby,

I am writing on behalf of ReFED, a national nonprofit entirely dedicated to
reducing food waste throughout the US, in support of the Tennessee
Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC) and their application for
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Climate Pollution Reduction
Grants Program (CPRG): Implementation Grants General Competition,
EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-07. If funded, we look forward to helping implement
TDEC's proposed project, specifically the food waste reduction measures
included in the State’s application to EPA.

TDEC'’s proposal would create competitive funding programs to create new and
expanded outlets for the recovery of edible food that would otherwise lead to
waste and the diversion of food and/or yard waste. Projects funded under this
proposal include bolstering local organics collection infrastructure, supporting
local composting programs and facilities, rescuing food and repurposing for
local food pantries to address food insecurity and livestock farmers, and
installing anaerobic digestion infrastructure across Tennessee.

ReFED is a national nonprofit entirely dedicated to reducing food waste across
the United States. We provide data and insights on solutions to the topic, as
well as advise capital providers and food businesses. TDEC has engaged with
our programs for years and has a solid base for understanding and
implementing solutions that work. Their proposal is also quite lean and
effective from a carbon reduction standpoint.

ReFED is able to support TDEC through custom analyses and is happy to lend
our expertise to their efforts as needed.

ReFED is fully committed to supporting food waste reduction, recovery, and
diversion in Tennessee. We believe TDEC’s proposal aligns with our
organizational goals and look forward to assisting TDEC in implementing its
project once it is funded.

Sincerely,

O‘H;bwc_

Dana Gunders
Executive Director
ReFED



3/22/2024

RE: Climate Pollution Reduction Grant - Tennessee Department of Environment and
Conservation Request for Letter of Commitment in response to EPA's Implementation Grant
General Competition

Michelle Walker Owenby, Director

Division of Air Pollution Control

Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
William R. Snodgrass Tennessee Tower

312 Rosa L Parks Avenue

Nashville, TN 37243

Dear Director Owenby,

| am writing on behalf of SEEED in support of the Tennessee Department of Environment and
Conservation (TDEC) and their application for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's
(EPA) Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program: Implementation Grants General
Competition, EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-07. If funded, we look forward to helping implement
TDEC's proposed renewable energy deployment measures included in the State’s
application to EPA.

TDEC's proposal would create a competitive funding program to deploy commercial-scale
solar infrastructure in Tennessee. Projects will be sized between 500kW - 5 MW and eligible
applicants will include government entities (e.g., local, State, federal) and not-for profit
organizations (e.g., cooperative utilities, not-for-profit higher education and hospitals, etc.). A
prioritization will be placed on projects involving buildings or facilities that serve an
emergency management, emergency response role, and/or critical infrastructure purpose
(e.g., local government emergency management facility, K-12 school that operates as an
emergency shelter, water/wastewater treatment plants, hospitals, etc.). Additionally, the
program will frame prudent guidelines for evaluating when energy storage may be
recommended or required for certain projects, based on the level of resiliency that storage is
expected to provide. Storage would be expected to store solar-generated power for
purposes of delivering demand response needs, aggregating assets into virtual power plants,
and delivering power during grid outages. SEEED is eager to collaborate with TDEC on the
implementation of these measures in Tennessee, specifically by providing workforce
development through our Career Readiness Program and related Boot Camps, in which we
intend to train underserved youth ages 18-24 on solar installation and maintenance.

SEEED is fully committed to supporting renewable energy deployment in Tennessee. Since
the pandemic, we have built two solar homes, sold at below-market prices to low- and
moderate-income families, and in February 2024, broke ground on our third, a net-zero



energy home to be located in South Knoxville. More recently, HUD has committed a seven-
figure earmark to our construction efforts, and we intend to use each solar home we build
going forward as an opportunity to provide on-site training in solar installation for our
students. We believe TDEC's proposal aligns with our organizational goals and look forward
to assisting TDEC with implementation of its project once it is funded.

Sincerely,
~ |
- A

/

Stan Johnson
Executive Director, SEEED
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UTC Research Institute

THE UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE Dept. 7200
@ CHATTANOO GA 615 McCallie Avenue
Chattanooga, TN 37403

Phone: (423) 425-5497

www.utc.edu/utcri

March 19, 2024

RE: Climate Pollution Reduction Grant — Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
Request for Letter of Commitment in response to EPA’s Implementation Grant General Competition

Michelle Walker Owenby, Director

Division of Air Pollution Control

Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
William R. Snodgrass Tennessee Tower

312 Rosa L Parks Avenue

Nashville, TN 37243

Dear Director Owenby,

| am writing on behalf of The University of Tennessee at Chattanooga’s Research Institute in support of
the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC) and their application for the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program: Implementation
Grants General Competition, EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-07. If funded, we look forward to helping implement
TDEC's proposed electric vehicle (EV) and charging infrastructure measures included in the State’s
application to EPA.

TDEC's proposal would create competitive funding programs for public electrification at all levels, from
light-duty to medium- and heavy-duty vehicle applications. TDEC would also implement a separate
competitive program to install publicly accessible, community charging infrastructure across the State,
focusing on rural areas and secondary corridors. The University of Tennessee at Chattanooga’s Research
Institute is eager to collaborate with TDEC to implement these measures in Tennessee, specifically by
applying to implement funds for transportation electrification as well as researching and planning public
charging infrastructure.

The University of Tennessee at Chattanooga’s Research Institute is fully committed to supporting EV and
charging station adoption in Tennessee. For example, one of our existing EV-related projects aims to
address critical issues surrounding the viability and optimization of Level 2 and DC fast charging sites.
Another example is a USDOT funded project that studies the impact of EV charging on the electric grid.
We believe TDEC’s proposal aligns with our organizational goals and look forward to assisting TDEC in
implementing its project once funded.

Sincerely,

ina Sartipi
Executive Director of the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga (UTC) Research Institute


Kim Sapp
Mina
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March 15, 2024

Michelle Walker Owenby, Director

Division of Air Pollution Control

Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
William R. Snodgrass Tennessee Tower

312 Rosa L Parks Avenue

Nashville, TN 37243

RE: Letter of Support for Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation/U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency Climate Pollution Reduction Implementation Grant

Dear Director Owenby,

| am writing in strong support of the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation’s (TDEC)
application for a grant pursuant to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) “Climate Pollution
Reduction Grants Program (CPRG): Implementation Grants General Competition.”

| serve as Director of the Environmental Law Institute’s Center for State and Local Governance. ELl is a
non-partisan research, publications, and convening organization. ELI's Food Waste Initiative works with
stakeholders to prevent food waste, increase surplus food donation, and recycle food scraps. ELI has
worked to reduce food waste in Nashville since 2015 when it served as the Project Director for a Natural
Resources Defense Council pilot project. ELI now serves as a Senior Advisor to the Nashville Food Waste
Initiative—a project of Urban Green Lab. Over the course of the last nine years, ELI's work on food waste
in the State has included conducting research projects, drafting model governance tools, serving on
mayoral sustainability committees, sponsoring events, and convening myriad stakeholders to discuss
food waste issues.

ELI would welcome the opportunity to work with and help implement TDEC's proposed project,
particularly with respect to the food waste reduction measures. By establishing a competitive funding
program, TDEC's proposal would create new and additional outlets for rescuing surplus food and
diverting food and other organic wastes. Projects that could potentially be funded include those that
bolster local organics collection infrastructure, support local composting, and facilitate the rescue of
surplus food for local food pantries, thereby helping to address food insecurity.

Based on ELI’s extensive work on food waste over almost a decade in Tennessee, | am confident that the
proposed funding program would be extremely valuable. If the grant is received, ELI is committed to



using its city, regional, and state networks to raise awareness of the funding opportunity and will
encourage qualified applicants to apply.

| would be happy to answer any questions.

Sincerely,

Lot A Lggen

Linda K. Breggin
Director, Center for State and Local Governance
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March 18, 2024

Michelle Walker Owenby, Director

Division

of Air Pollution Control

Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation

William

R. Snodgrass Tennessee Tower

312 Rosa L Parks Avenue
Nashville, TN 37243

Dear Director Owenby:

CLIMATE POLLUTION REDUCTION GRANT — TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND
CONSERVATION REQUEST FOR LETTER OF SUPPORT IN RESPONSE TO EPA’S CPRG IMPLEMENTATION
GRANT GENERAL COMPETITION

| am writing on behalf of Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) regarding the Tennessee Department of
Environment and Conservation (TDEC) application for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA)

Climate

Pollution Reduction Grant Program: Implementation Grants General Competition, EPA-R-OAR-

CPRGI-23-07. If funded, we look forward to helping implement TDEC's proposed transportation and
renewable energy measures included in the State’s application to EPA.

TDEC'’s proposal has three sectors of focus:

Transportation—Creation of competitive funding programs for public and private entities to
adopt fleet electrification at all levels, from light-duty to medium- and heavy-duty vehicle
applications. TDEC would also implement a separate competitive program to install publicly
accessible, community charging infrastructure across the State, focusing on rural areas and
secondary corridors.

Waste Reduction — Creation of competitive funding programs to create new and expanded
outlets for the recovery of edible food that would otherwise lead to waste and the diversion of
food and/or yard waste. Projects funded under this proposal include bolstering local organics
collection infrastructure, supporting local composting programs and facilities, rescuing food and
repurposing for local food pantries to address food insecurity and livestock farmers, and
installing anaerobic digestion infrastructure across Tennessee.

Renewable Energy — Creation of a competitive funding program to deploy commercial-scale
solar infrastructure in Tennessee. Projects will be sized between 500kW and 5 MW, and eligible
applicants will include government entities and not-for-profit organizations.

TVA plans to collaborate with TDEC to implement these measures in Tennessee, specifically by assisting

TDEC in

performing outreach and engagement on funding application



Michelle Walker Owenby
Page 2
March 18, 2024

announcements; providing technical assistance for electric vehicle (EV) adoption/planning and installing
charging infrastructure/creation or expansion of solar projects; assisting in marketing opportunities to
consumers, businesses, and local power companies (LPCs); connecting the State with local parties to
ensure equitable outreach and program design; creating and supporting workforce development/job
creation/other training initiatives for EV fleet and charging station/solar project technicians; and
supplementing CPRG-funded projects with TVA/LPC programs.

TVA fully supports EV charging stations and renewable energy adoption in Tennessee. TVA is currently
partnering with TDEC to build out an EV fast-charge infrastructure throughout the State of Tennessee by
having a fast-charger every 50 miles. TVA also supports the project’s renewable focus. TVA is uniquely
positioned to provide support to this project in part due to our experience in serving LPCs that distribute
power in Tennessee and providing LPCs with technical assistance, education programs, contractor
networks and various energy programs to support them and their consumers. We believe TDEC’s
proposal aligns with our organizational goals and look forward to assisting TDEC in this project.

Sincerely,

(//-///%//

Joe Hoagland, PhD
Vice President, Innovation & Research
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March 13, 2024

Michelle Walker Owenby, Director

Division of Air Pollution Control

Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
William R. Snodgrass Tennessee Tower

312 Rosa L Parks Avenue

Nashville, Tennessee 37243

RE: Climate Pollution Reduction Grant — Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
Request for Letter of Commitment in response to EPA’s Implementation Grant General Competition

Dear Director Owenby:

I am writing on behalf of BrightRidge, an energy authority in East Tennessee, in support of the Tennessee
Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC) and their application for the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency’s (EPA) Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program: Implementation Grants General
Competition, EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-07. If funded, we look forward to helping implement TDEC's

proposed electric vehicle (EV) and charging infrastructure measures included in the State’s application to
EPA.

TDEC’s proposal would create competitive funding programs for public and private entities to adopt fleet
electrification at all levels, from light-duty to medium- and heavy-duty vehicle applications. TDEC would
also implement a separate competitive program to install publicly accessible, community charging
infrastructure across the State, focusing on rural areas and secondary corridors. BrightRidge is eager to
collaborate with TDEC to implement these measures in Tennessee, specifically by beginning conversion
of our vehicle fleet to electric vehicles. This conversion would be of SUV’s, trucks, cars, and other
vehicles in our fleet, as well as the installation of charging stations to maintain the charge on these
vehicles. Due to the nature of our business, we would look at regular charging stations as well as the
need for a number of fast charging stations during times of outages and emergency work requiring quick
turnaround of the vehicle to the field. As part of the transition of our fleet vehicles we would provide
modeling for others in our area who are looking to transition their fleets as well as provide technical
assistance for EV fleet adoption and infrastructure strategies for those entities. In addition to this we
would work with the local technical schools relating to workforce development and training for those
going through programs on EV repairs, fleet implementation, charging infrastructure installation and
maintenance. The grants would be supplemented by internal funding to convert, install, and transition
the fleet.

BrightRidge is fully committed to supporting EV and charging station adoption in Tennessee. BrightRidge
currently has numerous tier-2 charging stations installed on our system and is completing a fast-charging
station in downtown Johnson City.

www.brightridge.com



We have converted several of our fleet vehicles over to EVs and provided support in the purchase of an
electric school bus and the charging installation to the local Washington County School system,
becoming the first electric school bus in the state of Tennessee. We believe TDEC's proposal aligns with
our organizational goals and look forward to assisting TDEC in implementing its project once funded.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey R. Dykes
President & CEO
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March 22, 2024

Michelle Walker Owenby, Director

Division of Air Pollution Control

Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
William R. Snodgrass Tennessee Tower

312 Rosa L Parks Avenue

Nashville, TN 37243

SUBJECT: Letter of Support for Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation’s response to
EPA’s CPRG Implementation Grant General Competition

Dear Director Owenby,

Knoxville Utilities Board (KUB) is pleased to offer this letter in support of the Tennessee Department of
Environment and Conservation (TDEC) and their application for the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency’s (EPA) Climate Pollution Reduction Grant (CPRG) Program: Implementation Grants General
Competition, EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-07.

If funded, TDEC's proposed project will catalyze investments that will achieve significant greenhouse gas
reductions and substantial benefits for communities across the Knoxville region and the state of
Tennessee, with an emphasis on serving low-income and disadvantaged communities. Additionally,
having served on the State of Tennessee’s Emission Reduction Planning Advisory Committee, | can attest
that the application reflects key aspects of the meaningful constituent input received during
development of the Priority Climate Action Plan.

As a municipal utility providing electric, fiber, natural gas, water, and wastewater services to more than

478,000 customers in East Tennessee, KUB is well positioned to help make the TDEC CPRG program a

success. The proposed measures related to Transportation (funding for electric vehicle fleet conversion

and the deployment of electric vehicle charging infrastructure) and Renewable Energy (funding to

deploy commercial-scale solar infrastructure) align directly with our corporate environmental priorities,

which include:

- Supporting the development of renewable energy and providing customers access to renewable
energy programs;

- Preparing for a clean and resilient energy grid compatible with distributed energy resources, smart
technologies, and electric vehicles;

- Paving the road to EV adoption through partnerships and charging infrastructure investments;

- Ensuring sustainable operations that prioritize efficiency, reduce emissions, protect our rivers,
streams, and natural habitats, promote air quality, and reduce waste; and

- Helping customers conserve energy and save money.

Electricity e Fiber e Natural Gas e Water e Wastewater

P.O. Box 59017 e Knoxville, TN 37950-9017 e (865) 524-2911 e www.kub.org
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If awarded, KUB staff are eager to partner with TDEC to support the successful implementation of the
CPRG projects and ensure that funds achieve the transformative impacts envisioned, including serving
low-income and historically disadvantaged communities within our service territory.

In addition to staff expertise, KUB offers a variety of resources already to our customers that can be
leveraged to increase community readiness and minimize technical barriers. We are willing to serve as
a liaison to ensure TDEC’s implementation team can connect with local stakeholders and community-
based organizations to ensure equitable outreach and program design and strengthen workforce
development and job creation pathways. Finally, as applicable, we will explore applying through TDEC
for competitive funds to advance our goals of supporting the development of 400 MW of solar projects
by 2030 and achieving 70% alternative fuel vehicles in our light-duty KUB fleet by 2035.

Thank you for your consideration of TDEC's application, which will reduce emissions and bring countless
benefits to the communities we serve. Please feel free to contact me at erin.gill@kub.org with any
guestions regarding KUB’s participation in the TDEC CPRG partnership.

Sincerely,

en B

Erin Gill
Vice President - Sustainability and Government Relations
Knoxville Utilities Board

Electricity e Fiber e Natural Gas e Water e Wastewater

P.O. Box 59017 e Knoxville, TN 37950-9017 e (865) 524-2911 e www.kub.org



A Doug McGowen
)’*’ik President and CEO
MLGW

14 March 2024

RE: Climate Pollution Reduction Grant — Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
Request for Letter of Commitment in response to EPA’s Implementation Grant General Competition

Michelle Walker Owenby, Director

Division of Air Pollution Control

Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
William R. Snodgrass Tennessee Tower

312 Rosa L Parks Avenue

Nashville, TN 37243

Dear Director Owenby,

I am writing on behalf of Memphis Light, Gas and Water (MLGW), in support of the Tennessee
Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC) and their application for the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency’s (EPA) Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program: Implementation Grants General
Competition, EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-07. If funded, we look forward to helping implement TDEC's
proposed electric vehicle (EV) and charging infrastructure measures included in the State’s application.

TDEC’s proposal would create competitive funding programs for public and private entities to adopt fleet
electrification at all levels, from light-duty to medium- and heavy-duty vehicle applications. TDEC would
also implement a separate competitive program to install publicly accessible, community charging
infrastructure across the State, focusing on rural areas and secondary corridors. MLGW is eager to
collaborate with TDEC to implement these measures in Tennessee, specifically by performing outreach
and engagement on funding application announcements; providing technical assistance for EV fleet
adoption; connecting the State with local parties to ensure equitable outreach and program design;
creating and supporting workforce development/job creation/other training initiatives for EV fleet and
charging station technicians; providing applicable MLGW revenue allowances (discounts) to new electric
service requests for EV charging installations; and implementing EV-supportive policies and rates.

MLGW is committed to supporting EV and charging station adoption in Tennessee. We work with local
customers already adding EVs to their fleets; serve on Drive Electric TN’s Executive Committee,
infrastructure and awareness working groups; received a TDEC Fast Charge TN Network grant to install a
total of eight DC Fast Chargers in Shelby County; hosted our first public EV workshops in 2023; and are
working with the new Drive Electric Memphis chapter to host an EV event on Earth Day, April 20, 2024.
We believe TDEC’s proposal aligns with our organizational goals and look forward to assisting TDEC in
implementing its project once funded.

Daug McGowen
President & CEO

220 South Main Street Memphis, Tennessee 38103-3917 Telephone (901) 528-4470
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RE: Climate Pollution Reduction Grant — Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
Request for Letter of Support in response to EPA’s CPRG Implementation Grant General Competition

Michelle Walker Owenby, Director

Division of Air Pollution Control

Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
William R. Snodgrass Tennessee Tower

312 Rosa L Parks Avenue

Nashville, TN 37243

Dear Director Owenby,

| am writing on behalf of Nashville Electric Service (NES) in support of the Tennessee Department of
Environment and Conservation (TDEC) and their application for the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency’s (EPA) Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program: Implementation Grants General
Competition, EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-07. If funded, we look forward to helping implement TDEC's
proposed transportation and renewable energy measures included in the State’s application to EPA.

TDEC's proposal has three sectors of focus:

1. Transportation—Creation of competitive funding programs for public and private entities to
adopt fleet electrification at all levels, from light-duty to medium- and heavy-duty vehicle
applications. TDEC would also implement a separate competitive program to install publicly
accessible, community charging infrastructure across the State, focusing on rural areas and
secondary corridors.

2. Waste Reduction — Creation of competitive funding programs to create new and expanded
outlets for the recovery of edible food that would otherwise lead to waste and the diversion of
food and/or yard waste. Projects funded under this proposal include bolstering local organics
collection infrastructure, supporting local composting programs and facilities, rescuing food and
repurposing for local food pantries to address food insecurity and livestock farmers, and
installing anaerobic digestion infrastructure across Tennessee.

3. Renewable Energy — Creation of a competitive funding program to deploy commercial-scale
solar infrastructure in Tennessee. Projects will be sized between 500kW and 5 MW, and eligible
applicants will include government entities and not-for-profit organizations.

Nashville Electric Service is eager to collaborate with TDEC to implement these measures in Tennessee
by aligning and augmenting our outreach and engagement on funding application announcements as
appropriate. Regarding transportation, NES is interested in applying to implement funds for
transportation electrification, specifically for electric vehicles. Additionally, supporting the service area in
planning and installing charging infrastructure will be critical for the success of the projects individually
and overall. Nashville Electric Service will continue actively adopting and expanding potential solar
projects to the extent contractually authorized. Collaborating with the State and local parties, NES will
bolster equitable outreach and program design for opportunities such as training solar project
technicians. Further, NES may supplement CPRG-funded projects with funding and supportive programs
related to forwarding the mission of NES as an organization and community leader.

214 CHURCH STREET / NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37246 / 615.736.6900 /



NES

Nashville Electric Service fully supports EV and charging stations, food waste reduction, and renewable
energy adoption in Tennessee. Nashville Electric Service collaborates with the Tennessee Valley
Authority to install DC fast chargers and support community-wide adoption through research and
planning. Additionally, NES is transitioning the fleet with electric vehicles and implementing an internal
program for charging stations. Nashville Energy Service’s Music City Solar is the utility’s first community
solar park with programs for individuals to purchase angel credits and offset personal energy use. We
believe TDEC’s proposal aligns with our organizational goals and look forward to assisting TDEC in this

project.

Sincerely,

= A

Brent Baker
Vice President — Chief Customer and Innovation Officer

124 CHURCH STREET / NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37246 / 615.736.6900 /



555 New Salem Highway
Murfreesboro, TN 37129
1.877.777.9020

3/22/2024

RE: Climate Pollution Reduction Grant — Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
Request for Letter of Support in response to EPA’'s CPRG Implementation Grant General Competition

Michelle Walker Owenby, Director

Division of Air Pollution Control

Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
William R. Snodgrass Tennessee Tower

312 Rosa L Parks Avenue

Nashville, TN 37243

Dear Director Owenby,

I am writing on behalf of Middle Tennessee Electric in support of the Tennessee Department of
Environment and Conservation (TDEC) and their application for the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency’s (EPA) Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program: Implementation Grants General
Competition, EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-07. If funded, we look forward to helping implement TDEC's
proposed transportation and renewable energy measures included in the State’s application to EPA.

TDEC'’s proposal has three sectors of focus:

1. Transportation—Creation of competitive funding programs for public and private entities to
adopt fleet electrification at all levels, from light-duty to medium- and heavy-duty vehicle
applications. TDEC would also implement a separate competitive program to install publicly
accessible, community charging infrastructure across the State, focusing on rural areas and
secondary corridors.

2. Waste Reduction — Creation of competitive funding programs to create new and expanded
outlets for the recovery of edible food that would otherwise lead to waste and the diversion of
food and/or yard waste. Projects funded under this proposal include bolstering local organics
collection infrastructure, supporting local composting programs and facilities, rescuing food and
repurposing for local food pantries to address food insecurity and livestock farmers, and
installing anaerobic digestion infrastructure across Tennessee.

3. Renewable Energy - Creation of a competitive funding program to deploy commercial-scale
solar infrastructure in Tennessee. Projects will be sized between 500kW and 5 MW, and eligible
applicants will include government entities and not-for-profit organizations.

Middle Tennessee Electric is eager to collaborate with TDEC to implement these measures in Middle
Tennessee, specifically by: performing outreach and engagement on funding application
announcements; applying to implement funds for transportation electrification/creation of public
charging infrastructure/solar projects; connecting the State with local parties to ensure equitable
outreach and program design; supporting workforce development/job creation/other training initiatives
for EV fleet and charging station/solar project technicians; and other activities that support the
implementation of CPRG-funded projects.



Middle Tennessee Electric fully supports EV, EV charging station, and renewable energy adoption in
Tennessee. EV charging incentives and rates are available from MTE to our members to help stimulate
EV and EV charging adoption within our service territory. Furthermore, MTE recently commissioned a DC
Fast Charger at one of our offices as part of TVA's Fast Charge Network with additional sites under
development. Additionally, MTE seeks to be the trusted resource for our members who have renewable
energy questions through our ProSolar consultations by an MTE expert.

As a not-for-profit electric cooperative, MTE seeks to make the lives of our members better. We believe
TDEC'’s proposal aligns with our organizational goals and look forward to assisting and supporting TDEC
in this project.

Sincerely,

Brad Gibson
Chief Operating Officer
Middle Tennessee Electric
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March 21, 2024

RE: Climate Pollution Reduction Grant — Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
Request for Letter of Commitment in response to EPA’s Implementation Grant General Competition

Michelle Walker Owenby, Director

Division of Air Pollution Control

Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
William R. Snodgrass Tennessee Tower

312 Rosa L Parks Avenue

Nashville, TN 37243

Dear Director Owenby,

| am writing on behalf of Appalachian Power Company in support of the Tennessee Department of
Environment and Conservation (TDEC) and its application for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s
(EPA) Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program: Implementation Grants General Competition, EPA-R-
OAR-CPRGI-23-07. If funded, we look forward to supporting the implementation of TDEC's proposed
electric vehicle (EV) and charging infrastructure measures included in the State’s application to the EPA.
As a regulated electric utility, such support would be in accordance with our Terms and Conditions of
Service as approved by the Tennessee Public Utility Commission.

TDEC’s proposal would create competitive funding programs for public and private entities to adopt fieet
electrification at all levels, from light-duty to medium- and heavy-duty vehicle applications. TDEC would
also implement a separate competitive program to install publicly accessible, community charging
infrastructure across the State, focusing on rural areas and secondary corridors. Appalachian Power
Company will, to the extent reasonable, collaborate with TDEC on this project by notifying eligible
customers in our service territory of the opportunities that they have available to help support fleet
electrification.

Appalachian Power Company supports EV and charging station adoption in Tennessee. Electric Vehicles
are not only better for the environment they also use a domestically produced fuel source that is supplied
by the hardworking folks in and around our service territory. With our knowledge of available power
capacity, we can help recommend sites that may require minimal utility-side upgrades that can help keep
upfront costs down for EV charger installations. We believe TDEC's proposal aligns with our organizational
goals and look forward to assisting TDEC with this project once funded.

Sincerely,

AL o Q=

Fred D. Nichols Il
Energy Efficiency & Consumer Programs Manager
Appalachian Power Company
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RE: Climate Pollution Reduction Grant — Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
Request for Letter of Support in response to EPA’s CPRG Implementation Grant General Competition

Michelle Walker Owenby, Director

Division of Air Pollution Control

Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
William R. Snodgrass Tennessee Tower

312 Rosa L Parks Avenue

Nashville, TN 37243

Dear Director Owenby,

| am writing on behalf of Clarksville Department of Electricity (CDE Lightband) in support of the
Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC) and their application for the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program: Implementation
Grants General Competition, EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-07. If funded, we look forward to helping implement
TDEC's proposed transportation and renewable energy measures included in the State’s application to
EPA.

TDEC's proposal has three sectors of focus:

1. Transportation—Creation of competitive funding programs for public and private entities to
adopt fleet electrification at all levels, from light-duty to medium- and heavy-duty vehicle
applications. TDEC would also implement a separate competitive program to install publicly
accessible, community charging infrastructure across the State, focusing on rural areas and
secondary corridors.

2. Waste Reduction — Creation of competitive funding programs to create new and expanded
outlets for the recovery of edible food that would otherwise lead to waste and the diversion of
food and/or yard waste. Projects funded under this proposal include bolstering local organics
collection infrastructure, supporting local composting programs and facilities, rescuing food and
repurposing for local food pantries to address food insecurity and livestock farmers, and
installing anaerobic digestion infrastructure across Tennessee.

3. Renewable Energy — Creation of a competitive funding program to deploy commercial-scale
solar infrastructure in Tennessee. Projects will be sized between 500kW and 5 MW, and eligible
applicants will include government entities and not-for-profit organizations.

CDE Lightband is eager to collaborate with TDEC to implement these measures in Tennessee, specifically
by supporting the implementation of CPRG-funded projects. We are particularly enthusiastic about
providing technical assistance for EV fleet adoption, planning, and installing charging infrastructure, and
creating workforce development initiatives for EV fleet and charging station technicians, as well as
supporting renewable energy projects. These measures directly align with the evolving needs of

2021 Wilma Rudolph Blvd. Clarksville, TN 37040 P: 931.648.8151 F: 931.645.2118 cdelightband.com



March 21, 2024
Page 2
electrical distribution utilities, ensuring the grid is modernized to handle increased electrification while
creating new, skilled job opportunities within the community.

CDE Lightband fully supports the adoption of electric vehicles (EVs) and charging stations as well
renewable energy generation. We are actively involved in driving sustainability initiatives, including our
participation in the TN Fast Charge Network program through which we have received funds for and
install Level 3 EV chargers. Additionally, we're transitioning our fleet to include EVs and have installed
distribution-scale solar generation through the Tennessee Valley Authority Flexibility program. CDE is
committed to a clean energy future, demonstrated by our long-term strategy that incorporates
additional solar generation and energy storage into our distribution system enhancements. We believe
TDEC’s proposal aligns with our organizational goals and look forward to assisting TDEC in this project.

Sincerely,

* Ty

Brian Taylor
CDE Lightband, General Manager





