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March 28, 2024 
 
 

The Honorable Michael S. Regan 
Administrator 
U.S Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20004 

 
Dear Administrator Regan: 
 
I write to express my support for The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley’s (UTRGV) 
application to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Climate Pollution Reduction 
Grants: Implementation Grants General Competition for their project titled "GHG Reduction and 
Economic Development through Community Organic Waste Recycling, Composting, and 
Economic Incubation." If awarded, UTRGV would utilize funds to lead the Rio Grande Valley 
(RGV), in adopting and scaling up food waste recycling programs in schools while also creating 
high-paying technology jobs in manufacturing. 
 
As you know, food waste contributes significantly to methane gas emissions, comprising 22 
percent of municipal solid waste (MSW) and 58 percent of methane gas emissions from landfills. 
In the United States, we discard nearly 60 million tons of food every year, surpassing any other 
country globally. Texans alone contribute approximately 5.7 million tons of wasted food annually, 
with each person generating an estimated 325 pounds of waste. Moreover, each school generates 
about 67 pounds of food waste per student annually. This excessive food waste predominantly 
ends up in landfills, where it becomes the single largest component taking up 24 percent of space. 
UTRGV aims to address this pressing issue by leading a regional effort to adopt and scale up food 
waste recycling in schools through advanced composting technologies in the RGV. This initiative 
holds immense promise for transformative environmental, social, educational, and economic 
benefits, particularly for low-income, underserved, and rural communities. Collaborating with 
Swedish researchers from Lund University and Solserv AB, UTRGV's Center for Advanced 
Manufacturing Innovation and Cyber Systems (CAMICS) has developed an innovative technology 
capable of converting food waste into compost within just 24 hours, significantly reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions. Unlike existing methods in the Rio Grande Valley that require 
composting periods of nine months to a year, this approach would offer a faster and more efficient 
solution to organic waste management.  
 
Additionally, through partnerships with Texas Regional Education Service Centers, local 
municipalities, and research organizations, UTRGV plans to install large-scale composting 
facilities, provide incubation services for business opportunities related to composting, and create 
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high-paying technology jobs in manufacturing. The project would also provide training in additive 
manufacturing, robotics, PLC programming, and AI which are needed to manufacture, operate, 
and maintain the composting equipment.  
 
As the Congressman representing the 34th Congressional District of Texas, I commend UTRGV 
for its leadership and innovation in addressing this critical issue. This project not only aligns with 
EPA’s goals of reducing greenhouse gas emissions but also presents a unique opportunity to foster 
economic growth, promote environmental sustainability, and enhance community resilience.  
 
I fully support UTRGV’s grant application and ask that you consider this request in accordance 
with all applicable rules, regulations, laws, and guidelines. Should you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact Legislative Director, Jocelyne Barajas, with my office at 
Jocelyne.Barajas@mail.house.gov or at (202) 225-2531.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Vicente Gonzalez  
Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:Jocelyne.Barajas@mail.house.gov






















 

 

March 22, 2024 

Dr. Can Saygin 
Senior Vice President for Research 
The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley 
1201 W. University Dr. 
Edinburg, TX 78539 

Dear Dr. Saygin, 

On behalf of SME, I express our strong support to The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley's 
(UTRGV) grant application, "GHG Reduction and Economic Development through Community Organic 
Waste Recycling, Composting, and Economic Incubation." This initiative, which has the potential to 
significantly improve the health standards of low-income families, is a crucial step towards providing 
them with high-wage employment opportunities through advanced manufacturing and transforming the 
region into a clean society. 

SME is a non-profit organization dedicated to advancing transformative technology adoption and 
developing current and future talent in manufacturing. Our workforce division, Tooling U-SME, works 
with thousands of companies, including more than half of all Fortune 500® manufacturers and over 1,000 
educational institutions across the country. The manufacturing industry never stops innovating. Neither 
do we. Tooling U-SME provides personalized, hands-on guidance to help schools, higher education, and 
employers deliver best-in-industry instruction. Through proven classes, industry-recognized certifications, 
custom programs, and learning consulting services, we are working every day to build a strong 
manufacturing workforce for the renaissance of US Manufacturing. 

Tooling U-SME has been collaborating with UTRGV team since 2019 on several large projects related to 
advanced manufacturing education and workforce training with funding support from DoD MEEP 
(Manufacturing Engineering Education Program) and DoD DMC (Defense Manufacturing Communities) 
program. We are part of the UTRGV recent grant from DoD to establish the America’s Additive Foundry 
Consortium, providing training for thousands of students from underserved communities on advanced 
manufacturing technologies such as Advanced Robotics and Additive Manufacturing, which are 
fundamental to modern manufacturing systems. We are excited about the chance to prepare next 
generation of talent to transform the landscape of the manufacturing workforce, innovation, and 
entrepreneurship at Rio Grande Valley, where a large population from underserved and underrepresented 
communities reside. Within the scope of the proposed work, the partnership between the Tooling U-SME 
and UTRGV is ready to support several key initiatives: 

1. Collaborative Workforce Training for the Proposed Composting System: Tool U-SME has a 
broad base of manufacturing content in fundamental and advanced manufacturing, including 
robotics, automation, smart, additive, machining, metrology, machining, welding, electric vehicle 
production, and more. We will work with UTRGV team to identify further learning resource 
needs that may be offered in training and professional development programs for school districts. 
By embedding these core manufacturing topics into the educational fabric, we can not only equip 
students with the knowledge and skills necessary to be hired in the manufacturing firms, we but 



 

 

also prepare the next generation green workforce – much of which is a manufacturing workforce - 
who will contribute the goal of GHG reduction set by EPA. 
 

2. Facilitate the Team in Enhancement of Advanced Manufacturing for GHG Reduction, Economic 
Prosperity, and Community Empowerment: Recognizing the immense potential of 
entrepreneurship, this project aims to encourage the entire school community as well as families 
from low-income backgrounds to participate in the emerging sectors of composting, vertical 
farming, smart farming, and the wider green/circular economy. We will facilitate, when possible, 
the UTRGV team to provide targeted support, fostering an entrepreneurial mindset and creating 
business opportunities that are aligned with sustainable manufacturing. The initiative not only 
promises to boost economic growth, but also aims to make significant contributions to the 
community's environmental sustainability. We are poised to participate in this project, providing 
technical support and/or solutions available at SME if needed.  

In summary, the SME and its workforce divisions Tooling U-SME support UTRGV's grant proposal to 
the EPA. Regional-led initiatives are critical to enable transformations that benefit communities. This 
collaboration brings together partners with diverse strengths, positioning it well to make a considerable 
impact on GHG reduction, sustainable development, and advanced manufacturing in South Texas and 
beyond.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kris Ward 
Sr. Director, Strategy & Business Development 
SME 
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